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The 2019 Youth FX Summer program was an incredible experience! Huge 
and massive thanks to our amazing staff of talented filmmakers/educators, all 
the Youth FX summer participants who accepted our challenge of producing 6 
films in 6 weeks, to the award-winning filmmakers who shared their knowledge 
with our youth, to our local community of teaching artists who supported us 
when we needed them the most, to our board and all of our community based 
partners, funders, and donors who continue to help us sustain the vision by 
contributing to the growth of a new wave of young, promising visual artists!



2019 YOUTH FX SUMMER PARTICIPANTS 

Alexia, 17 Alicia, 14 Aurora, 15 Barbara, 18 Emet, 14

CIArra, 17 Clare, 16 Felix, 14 JACKSON, 14

Jamie, 14 Jasmine, 16 Keissy, 15 Kyle, 17 Leiavion, 16

Matthew, 14 Mohammed, 19 Nashanti, 15 Nasir, 19

Taijoni, 15 Yabisi, 14 Zanief, 17



Terrease is a NY based actress currently 
working in the film/tv, commercial and 
theatre industries. Her recent credits include 
Google, Weight-Watchers and Casper 
Mattresses.  
She began her professional training at New 
York Film Academy's Musical Theatre training 
which brought her to study more extensively 
at New York University where she attained 
her BFA in Drama and minor in Psychology. It 
was there that she had the privilege of 
studying Method Acting at Lee Strasberg 
Institute and TV work at StoneStreet Studios. 
Her love for acting didn't end that and 
brought her to London to study Shakespeare 
at the London Academy of Music and Drama.

TERREASE NIKYATU MILES
JORIS-PEYRAFITTEAKIN 

Sierra Leonean-American Filmmaker Nikyatu's 
films have screened at festivals nationally and 
internationally. With a BA from Duke University 
and an MFA from NYU's Tisch Graduate Film 
School, she's earned various awards including 
NYU's Spike Lee Fellowship award, America 
Honorable Mentions... Three of her short films 
were acquired by and aired on HBO. 
Her latest Film SUICIDE BY SUNLIGHT: a project 
funded by THROUGH HER LENS and sponsored 
by the Tribeca Film Institute and Chanel, made 
its debut at the 2019 Sundance Film Festival 
and is currently finishing out a prolific festival 
circuit.  
Nikyatu is a tenure track assistant professor in 
the Film & Video department at George Mason 
University where she teaches Screenwriting and 
Directing and is currently in development on 
her first feature film.

In 2016 Miles Joris-Peyrafitte became on of 
the youngest winners at the Sundance Film 
Festival when his feature film AS YOU ARE won 
the Dramatic Special Jury Award. The Film's 
stars, Charlie Heaton and Amanda Stenberg, 
went on to star in STRANGER THINGS and 
HUNGER GAMES respectively.  
Shortly after, Miles was requested by Academy 
Award Nominee, Margot Robbie, to direct 
DREAM LAND, a feature film that recently 
premiered at the Tribeca Film Festival. 
Today, Miles is writing his new feature film, THE 
HUNTER AND THE FOX, with Annapurna 
Pictures while also developing docu-shorts that 
feature real-life characters.

2019 YOUTH FX PRESENTING FILMMAKERS 



Camille Aden Daysia Mejia 

Bhawin Darian

Ejaniia Rashid Maya

2019 YOUTH FX VISITING ARTISTS 

AARON MOoRE Jayana LaFountaine
Photographer

Morgan Heyward
 Actor Actor
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WEEK ONE

We opened WEEK ONE with icebreakers in the morning and then a deep dive into some Youth FX 
shorts from last summer such as Auntie and PAX in the afternoon. Day two saw local theater artist 
Aaron Moore join us for some community building acting games for the first half of the day. After 
lunch, we reconvened for some short film deep dives with Ejaniia, Aden and Bhawin. We opened 
day three with a camera and framing workshop with Michael before jumping into our yearly 
scavenger shot list hunt! In the afternoon we started pre-production on our 5 Hour Film Projects.



WEEK TWO

WEEK TWO was dedicated to getting participants ready to pitch their film ideas.  
We kicked off Day one of week two with some theory workshops with Aden, Bhawin, and 
Ejaniia about Narrative, Documentary, and Experimental film! Day two included a college 
experience panel with Youth FX staff about the Pros and Cons of attending college and 
studying film in general. Darian and Aden also hosted a workshop centered around 
collaboration in storytelling and briefly outline how to write with a professional 
scriptwriting software. In the afternoon students broke into two rotating groups and were 
introduced to the C100 Cameras by Michael and Rashid and did some practice auditions 
with Camille and Ejaniia. 

All of day four was dedicated to producing and editing our 5 Hour Films for the year. Day five 
opened with a screening of the 5 Hour Films which featured a short about an evil doppelganger 
haunting his twin and a film about the consequences of touching someone's hair without asking 
among others! The rest of day five was full of excitement and fun as we went to a screening of The 
Last Black Man in San Francisco, followed by a short masterclass with award-winning director, 
filmmaker and former Youth FX participant Miles Joris-Peyrafitte who also brought a video of 
Jonathan Majors, star of The Last Black Man in San Francisco thanking us for seeing the film.  



Day three kicked us into high gear with some high-quality scene recreations from a variety 
of different films. Groups were challenged to recreate iconic scenes from a list of films in 
one day. Day four marked the beginning of our pitching process, this day was a prep day in 
anticipation for the pitches on Friday. Students worked one on one with staff to develop 
their film pitch ideas and practice their public speaking and delivery. The last day of Week 
Two was pitch day! In the morning, students who intended to pitch (more than half!) Got to 
hone their pitches while everyone else was treated to The weekly Friday Film featuring 
“Attack the Block” starring John Boyega! In the afternoon students pitched and voted on 
their film ideas for Youth FX Summer 2019! Among the films selected was a project dealing 
with the absence of a parent, an experimental film about a teen coping with the loss of his 
friend and a hybrid docu-narrative about Government Detention Centers and their impact 
on LatinX Youth.  
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WEEK THREE

WEEK THREE started off with a recap of the selected projects. Each project was then 
assigned to a Youth FX staff member whose role was to support the director(s) and crew in 
completion of the project as the Assistant Director (A.D.). Following our morning circle, Aden 
led an Intro to Screenwriting workshop, teaching participants the fundamentals of formatting 
their story ideas into a standard, universal script-writing software called Celtx.  

On Tuesday, we welcomed director and professor Nikyatu Jusu who screened her short 
narrative horror film Suicide by Sunlight and gave an awesome interactive masterclass where 
participants were asked to pitch their ideas again and then produce a short scene from their 
film. On Thursday, we also welcomed renowned actress Terrease Aiken who showcased an 
amazing acting reel of her work and spoke on her journey as an actor. Terrease also lead an 
awesome, engaging improv workshop. 



Additional staff-led workshops that unfolded throughout the week included; a mini P.A. 
Training led by Ejaniia breaking down the importance of production assistants on set, 
Anatomy of a Scene - showing participants various elements that take place within a scene of 
a well-known film and breaking down the importance of lighting, sound, story, mise-en-
scène, etc in telling an impactful story. Week three closed with an in-depth sound workshop 
led by Rashid as well as a visit from 2019 NeXt Doc Fellows Ash Goh and Mariales Diaz. 



We welcomed Jayana LaFountaine and Morgan Heyward two super dope, talented local 
artist-educators who helped us hold down the fort by leading photography and acting 
workshops while a majority of our staff attended Blackstar Film Festival in Philadelphia in 
support of NeXt Doc -- a year-long fellowship program of Youth FX geared towards 
supporting young documentary filmmakers between the ages of 20-24. At BlackStar, we 
managed to convene a gathering of 25 NeXt Doc fellows from across the 2019 and 2018 
cohorts. Throughout our time, we held small meet-ups for fellows to engage with NeXt Doc 
funders Lauren Pabst from MacArthur, Chi-Hui Yang from Ford Foundation, Monica Navaro 
from Tribeca Film Institute, and engage in extended conversations with former NeXt Doc 
presenting filmmakers, Jacki Olive, Michele Stephenson, as well as meeting up with other 
filmmakers and programmers within the industry.  

WEEK FOUR



WEEK FIVE - SIX

WEEK FIVE - SIX Kicked off with two of six projects going into production. Due to the 
nature of maintaining the excitement and unveiling of the selected projects at our 2020 
screenings, we are unable to disclose further information on said projects. Instead, please 
enjoy some of the amazing photos of our young filmmakers in action! 



As always, if you think there's someone who'd be interested in the work that we do at Youth 
FX, please SPREAD THE WORD! Also, if you're not following us on Instagram, Twitter or 
Facebook, please do so now to stay updated on our activities.  

www.youthfx.org

https://www.instagram.com/youthfxfilm/
https://twitter.com/youthfxfilm
https://www.facebook.com/youthfx/
https://www.instagram.com/youthfxfilm/
https://twitter.com/youthfxfilm
https://www.facebook.com/youthfx/
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YOUTH FX SUMMER  BY THE NUMBERS



Support for Youth FX is provided by our Trustees and generous individuals and institutions in our community; by funding 
from Just Film Ford Foundation, Charles Touhey Family Foundation, The Bender Family Foundation, The Academy of 

Motion Pictures Arts and Sciences, MacArthur Foundation, Seymour Fox Memorial Foundation, Novo Foundation, NYSCA 
(New York State Council on the Arts), The Alliance, The Community Foundation, Film Albany, Albany Public Library's and 

the City School District of Albany. 

YOUTHFX YOUTHFXFILM 

YOUTH FX IS A REGISTERED 501c3 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

GET INVOLVED
Support Youth FX by visiting our website at www.youthfx.org/donate to make a tax-deductible contribution. 

All donations will continue to support all of our FREE programming offered at Youth FX. 
For sponsorship opportunities, please email us at info@youthfx.org

25 Warren Street 
Albany, NY 12202 

http://www.youthfx.org/donate
mailto:info@youthfx.org
http://www.youthfx.org/donate
mailto:info@youthfx.org

